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Birkot HaTorah- Part Five
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2. Artscroll Siddur pg. 16

Each part of the blessings expresses a different idea. The first, nwT7 "WK, Who has sanctified us, applies to the
commandments; the second, X1 21VnI, Sweeten the words, is a prayer; the third, 12 (N2 YR, Who selected us, is
an expression of thanks for the gift of the Torah.
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7. Rav Shimon Schwab Rabbi Schwab on Prayer pg. 80
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Once we have made an effort to apply ourselves to learning, we ask Hakadosh Baruch Hu to make the
words of Torah sweet to us. A very prosaic analogy would to one who us reluctant to jump into a cold pool
of water. However, once he has jumped in and “broken the ice”, he enjoys the water immensely. Learning
Torah is a similar experience. At first, it is very difficult to overcome the obstacles and make the necessary
effort. However, as a result of the jpioy?, the hard work which we expend, we ask Hakadosh Baruch Hu to
make it pleasant and sweet for us.

One of the benefits that a Jewish person derives from Talmud Torah is the enjoyment of the learning, the
cheshkas haTorah. We ask that the words of the Torah become sweet in our mouths, stressing the
physical aspect of learning, that of actually saying the words of the Torah.
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18. Rav S. R. Hirsch Parshat Haazinu pqg. 629-630

In Berachot 21b, the prescription of nx19% nnImn nd12, of saying the Bracha before the reading of the
Torah, is taught from this passuk. Just as here, before he began reading the Word of G-d of the n'w,
Moses declared its meaning as being a Word of G-d, as the proclamation of His Name, and thereby
bound his hearers to listen to his words in that sense, and to manifest this by professing devotion to His
Greatness, so, in truth is the whole Torah a “proclamation” of the Name of G-d, the revelation of G-d in
this world, in the human race, in Israel, and in the way Israel has to form its life.
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25. R’ Aaron Rakeffet-Rothkoff, The Rav: The World of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik Vol. 2 pp.
201-202

The cathartic impact on me of studying Torah is rooted in the wondrous experience | always have when |
open up the gemora. Somehow, when | open up the gemora, either alone or when | am in company as
when | teach others, | have the impression, do not call it a hallucination, as if | hear, so to say, the soft
footsteps of somebody invisible. He comes in and sits down with me, sometimes looking over my
shoulders. It is a simple idea, not mystical at all. Our sages already stated that “the Presence of God
dwells among [those who occupy themselves with the Torah]... Whence can it be shown that it applies
even to me? Because it is said: ‘Wherever | permit My Name to be mentioned, | shall come to you and
bless you’ (Shemot 20:21)” (Avot 3:7; Berachot 6a). We all believe that the One who gave us the Torah
has never deserted the Torah. He simply walks and accompanies the Torah wherever the Torah has, let
us say, a rendezvous, an appointment or date, with somebody. The Giver of the Torah is there! ... The
study of Torah is basically, for me, an ecstatic experience in which one meets God... Our sages equate
the study of Torah with revelation, the great event and drama of God’s revelation on Mount Sinai. This
event is reenacted, restaged, and relived every time a Jew opens the Talmud.
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28.Rav Shimon Schwab Rabbi Schwab on Prayer pg. 79-80

This means that Hakadosh Baruch Hu has selected us, Am Yisrael, as the beneficiary of His gift, imn,
which He did not give to any other nation. While the nations of the world were also given laws, such as
the seven Noahide mitzvos, and even had derech eretz, with its lofty concepts of middos tovos, which
was NNt nnTp, befitting the human being who was created btzelem Elokim, they were, nevertheless, not
given the special gift of His Torah. With Matan Torah, at Har Sinai, with all its ramifications, the Jewish
people received not only a “code of laws” but concurrently, Hakadosh Baruch Hu infused the Jewish
neshamah with a special kedushah. The Toras Hashem was put into our system as a gift by Hakadosh
Baruch Hu to elevate the nishmas Yisrael.

This is what is meant when Chazal tell us that while a Jewish embryo is developing in the womb, a
malach teaches it the entire Torah (Niddah 30b). So when the child is born, he or she, as a part of the
Jewish nation, Klal Yisrael, already has the kedushas nishmas Yisrael. This, then, is what is meant by this
bracha, and why it is called ni>11aw n71Ivn, the most elevated of the nninn ni>1a. We recognize the
uniqueness of this gift, in that Hakadosh Baruch Hu selected us, Klal Yisrael, to receive this special gift of
Torah with which He has infused our Neshama. After Matan Torah we became a different nation than we
were before. Our souls were infused with the holiness of Torah.
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